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William Shakespeare’s
The Tempest

« Generally regarded
as Shakespeare’s last
play: 1611

« Performed for King

James | and at the
marriage fesfivities of




« Rulers and subjects
— Right relationship
— Responsibilities
— Master/Servant

« Revenge or mercy

— Sibling rivalry
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usurper King of Naples
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Characters

Prospero: The protagonist, the
overthrown Duke of Milan who is now a
sorcerer on a deserted island.

Miranda: Daughter of Prospero.

Ariel: A mischievous spirit who does
Prospero’s bidding and is visible only to
him.

Alonso: King of Naples.
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e Cadaliban is the “bad native”

* Miranda is the “prize” the ideal of feminine purity that must be
protected from the savages

* Ferdinand is the “heir” to Europe’s wealth and power, though he hasn'’t
done anything to deserve his good fortune

o Stephano and Trinculo represent the lower-class Europeans who

emulate the upper class in seeking to take advantage of the natives
e Antonio, Adrian and Sebastian are European courtiers who will take

advantage of any opportunity to advance their positions; Antonio

(brother of Prospero and usurping Duke of Milan) plots

with Sebastian to overthrow his brother, Alonso (King of Naples)




Dramatic Structure

« Exposition: The beginning of the story
which gives information that is
necessary for the reader’s full

understanding. Climax

« Rising Action: Any action or actions
’r?o’r lead up to the climax of the Rising action Falling action
story.

Exposition Denouement
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Exposition

* Prospero, the rightful
Duke of Milan has just
been overthrown and
banished to an
abandoned island b

gty
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Rising Action
* Prospero uses his sorcery
and his spirit, Ariel, to
create a storm which
wrecks the ship which

carries Antonio (his
brother), Alonso (Klng of
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Climax

* Miranda (Prospero’s
dough’rer) and

son) fall in love,
Prospero creates a
series of magical
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Falling Action

« Antonio and
Sebastian’s
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Denovement

* Prospero’'s dukedom
Is restored, Anfonio  f§ 2
and Sebastian are SRR
forgiven, and the

betrothal between

Miranda and
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Themes

 Revenge: Throughout the entire
play, Prospero puts all of his
energy intfo getting revenge on
his brother.

« Jealousy: Jealousy plays a huge
role in the story. There is jealousy
between Prospero and Antonio
and Alonso and Sebastian.
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Question 1: On the Dramatic
Structure diagram, where does the
Denovement fall?

D. After the Falling Action




Question 2: What is the name of
Prospero’s daughter?

D. Beatrice




Question 3: Why did Prospero send
out the storm to wreck the ship and
bring its habitants onto his island?

D. None of the above




Question 4: In the end, who does
Miranda fall in love with?




Question 5: Which theme can most
easily be tied to the play?

D. All of the above




